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PAT CHAVARRIA
To speak to PVGS on the subject of
LIBRARY RESEARCH
Pat, who is the president of the Glendora Genealogical Group, an accomplished genealogist and a popular presenter. Pat was adopted as a child and she first became interested in genealogy in 1990 when she discovered that she had a sister, a brother, and
that her birth mother was still alive at that time. Not knowing anything about that
family and wanting to find out as much as possible, Pat started her journey into family
history. She is doing research in Illinois, Wisconsin, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Arizona,
New Mexico, Texas, California, Mexico, Germany, old Prussia,
and Luxembourg. She belongs to several other genealogical societies, teaches genealogy refresher classes for the Glendora
Genealogical Group and the Whittier Area Genealogical Society, and has presented to various organizations on how to trace
their family roots.

New members from 2015-2016:
Dedee Attebery, Lee Austin, Laurie Buninger, Dave Carrier, Sylvia DeBaca, Nancy
Dondro, Lisa Donnell, Leslie Ford, Valerie Greenbeck. Debbie Klug, Louise Melton,
Karen McGuirk, Jan Salas, Jerome & Linda Wilson.
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PVGS Board of Directors 2016-17
President — Pat Henny — president@pvgs.us
1Vice President—Program Director — Connie Rodriquez — programs@pvgs.us
2Vice President —Membership Director — Loretta Barker — membership@pvgs.us
Secretary — Freddie Watson — secretary@pvgs.us
Treasurer — Raul Rodriguez — treasurer@pvgs.us
Director Collections/Archivist — Richard Piepho — publications@pvgs.us
Director Hospitality — Valerie Greenbeck — hospitality@pvgs.us
Director Ways & Means — Betty Goldberg— waysandmeans@pvgs.us
Director Research — Ann Stutsman — research@pvgs.us
Also Elected 2016-17
Nominating Committee — Karen McGuirk, Chairman,
Members: Louise Melton, Bill Lemon
Appointments
Research Chairman — Ann Stutsman —— research@pvgs.us
Historian — Donna Zamora
FaceBook Coordinators — Raul Rodriguez & Bill Lemon
Webmaster — Bob Blair —webmaster@pvgs.us
Newsletter Editor— Anne Larkin — newsletter@pvgs.us
Meetings
2nd Sat .Sep-May Board Meeting — 1:00 PM Program — 2:00 PM
Dues
$20/person or $25/family

Ghost State of
Jefferson info
taken from
Ancestral Findings website.

Remember when you could read the
Burma Shave road signs as you headed for
your summer vacation site? Here is one I
remembered:
“Listen Birds
These signs cost money
So Roost a while
But don’t get funny.”

See pages 4-5
PVGS Member Connie Rodriguez has gleaned
information from copies of the old
newspapers at
Chronicling America Website. See page 3.

Correspondence is a theme in this newsletter. We found some interesting
reading, writing and “mailing” stories…. Think of your ancestors….
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From the Los Angeles Herald, Los Angeles,
May 30, 1909 “Pomona News”
The graduating exercises of the Pomona High School will occur at the
Fraternal Aid Theater the evening of June 25. There are more than fifty
members of the graduating class this year, which is the largest class in the
history of the school.
March 1, 1908 “Pomona News Notes”
The drama presented last night by home talent at Fraternal Aid opera house
was by far the best amateur performance by far produced in Pomona. The
local play was under the auspices of the local military company, and the proceeds will go toward paying for the armory hall. The house was well filled.
August 29, 1909 “Pomona News”
“Human Skeleton Unearthed”
Contractor T.T. Crawford, who has a crew of men grading and doing street
work in the Ganesha Park Tract, unearthed the skull and bones of a human
skeleton and some stone implements, near Huntington Boulevard yesterday.
It is known that many years ago Indians were scattered in the Valley and also
early Spanish settlers are said to have been buried in the locality, which was
one of the first sections of the Valley to be occupied.
October 12, 1909 “Pomona Notes”
Half of the population of Pomona went to Claremont this afternoon to see
President Taft, whose special train was stopped at the railroad station for
three minutes. The depot was surrounded by thousands and the college boys
gave the Yale yell as the train arrived.
July 25, 1897 “Pomona Notes”
Pomona maintains a well-equipped library of about 3,500 volumes.
From The Los Angeles Herald
May 3, 1909
“Pomona Notes”
Tomorrow Pomonans are ready for “clean-up day”, when the vacant lots and
premises about the city will be cleared of all unsightly weeds and debris. The
day is set apart once a year by the city Trustees.
(to be continued…)
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We sometimes forget what wonderful services we have today!
Ever grumbled about the postal service that we all use? Think about how much we
might grumble with a system like the following:
“The subscriber begs to inform the Public that he rides POST from the town of
Baltimore to the town of
Frederick (once a week) from whence another Post rides to the town of Winchester in
Virginia; Those who have any commands may depend upon having their business
faithfully executed.
He sets off from Mr. WILLIAM ADAMS’S
at the sign of the Race Horses, in Baltimore every SATURDAY at one o'clock.
ABSALOM BONHAM
Said Bonham takes in subscriptions for the MARYLAND JOURNAL, and the
PENNSYLVANIA CHRONICLE, etc.”
From a copy of
“THE MARYLAND JOURNAL AND THE
BALTIMORE ADVERTISER FRIDAY, AUGUST 20, 1773”

Ghost State
Did you know there is a “ghost” 51st state
in America? There is, and there has been since 1941.
Located in the rural areas of northern California and southern
Oregon, the state is called Jefferson, after the famous author of the Declaration of Independence and 3rd president of the United States. Jefferson comprises four counties
from Oregon and three counties from California, and encompasses an area just slightly smaller than the state of West
Virginia. Lest you think Jefferson isn’t real just because it hasn’t been officially declared a state yet, it is important to know this ghost
state already has its own flag and seal, and once even had its own governor. The people
who live in the area of Jefferson are serious about it.
The idea for the state of Jefferson shouldn’t come as a surprise to
anyone. California and Oregon are both large states, and people in the rural areas of
these states have long felt like their interests weren’t taken seriously or given enough
representation in the state governments. Because the counties of Jefferson
border each other across the California and Oregon state lines, these counties have
much in common with each other, and the residents believe they would create a state
that gave its residents what they need in a much better way than they are currently being served.
(con’t page 5)
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Back in 1941, the idea for Jefferson had so much support that
young men from the counties that comprised the proposed state would gather weapons
and patrol the “state’s” borders on a weekly basis. They would stop anyone attempting
to drive into Jefferson and hand out literature, while declaring their intent to secede
from Oregon and California as an independent state every Thursday until
Jefferson was made a reality. The movement to make Jefferson a state had
support in both the California and Oregon state governments, and a governor was
elected in preparation for Jefferson being given official state status.
(con’t. from p.4)

However, just as the vote on making Jefferson a state was about to take place, the
assault on Pearl Harbor happened, and
plans for Jefferson were scrapped
so residents of all states in the United States
could focus on the nation’s participation in
WWII. This does not mean the idea for Jefferson was forgotten, though.
There are plans to put the secession of the northern
counties of California on the
ballot during the presidential
election of 2016.
There may be one more star on our nation’s flag along with our new president.
After the war, many attempts were made to garner interest in forming the state again.
These efforts are still ongoing, with the most serious movement so far beginning in
2013. This time, the movement is almost entirely based in the northern counties of California, since they feel disenfranchised by the rest of the state. The original southern
counties of Oregon that were originally part of the proposed state have not expressed
interest in joining the movement this time. However, 11 counties (as opposed
to the original 4) in northern California have sent their declarations of intent to secede
to the California state legislature, and to form the state of Jefferson.
We may see a state of Jefferson yet.
With 11 counties declaring for Jefferson, supporters only need one more county to
declare to get it on the next California ballot. Supporters are confident they will
get that one more state they need, and currently have plans to put the secession of
the northern counties of California on the ballot during the
presidential election of 2016.
There may be one more star on our nation’s flag along with our new president.
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Deciphering Old English Handwriting
Just about anyone who takes genealogy seriously is destined to face the
challenge of reading original (or microfilm copies of) records written in an
unfamiliar cursive style. If your research takes you back to at least the
19th century, you'll encounter census records, wills, deeds, and multifarious other records that you'll strain to decipher. Records from the colonial
period will elicit a double-take if you've never seen them before. You'll
run into "ff" where you might expect an "f," and an "f" sometimes
stands for "s." The ancient abbreviation "Maps" should be read as
"Mass" for Massachusetts. The letters "U" and "V," as well as "u" and "v," were
used interchangeably. On the whole, the following lowercase letters are most
difficult to read, especially in 17th-century documents: "c," "e," "h," "r," "s," and
"t." Once you've figured out what the letters are, you'll need to bone up on old
abbreviations for terms in common usage today. For instance, "o.s.p." is short
for "died without issue"; "yt" stands for "that"; "als" signifies an "alias"; "d.v.m."
means "died while mother was living"; while "d.s.p." means "died without issue."
Did you know that "B.L.W." means bounty land warrant, or that "do" was short
for "ditto, or the same as above," a notation you'll encounter repeatedly in census records? The challenges don't end there. You'll have to learn to decipher numerals
as well as letters. Even after you get familiar with a certain era's lettering, you may find
that what was conventional in 1700 is unrecognizable 50 years earlier. Then, of course,
there is the problem of individual styles of writing.
For the novice, decoding early handwriting can be an intimidating task. If you are a beginner,
you may wish to get your hands on Kip Sperry's excellent handbook, Reading Early American
Handwriting, the best tool for teaching how to read and understand the handwriting found in
documents commonly used in genealogical research. This guide explains techniques for reading
early American documents, provides samples of alphabets and letter forms, and defines commonly used terms and abbreviations.

Perhaps best of all, the volume presents numerous examples of early American records
for the reader to work with. Arranged by degree of difficulty (from the relatively easy-to
-read documents of the 19th century to the more difficult ones of the 17th), the documents showcase examples of handwriting styles, letter forms, abbreviations, and terminology typically found in early American records. Each document--there are nearly 100
of them at various stages of complexity--appears with the author's transcription on a facing page, enabling the reader to check his/her own transcription. This strategy allows the
researcher to attain proficiency in reading the documents at a natural rate of progression.
Listen to what the experts have to say about Reading Early American Handwriting:
"The further back in time our research takes us, the more 'plain English' looks like a
foreign language. That's why Sperry's 'plain English' guide to not-so-plain English
writing is an absolute basic book for every genealogy shelf,"
says Elizabeth Shown Mills, CG, FASG.
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Our English Ancestors did not make
our English language easy for us.
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And why is it that writers write, but
fingers don't fing,
Grocers don't groce and
hammers don't ham?
Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make
We'll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes,
amends but not one amend?
But the plural of ox becomes oxen, not oxes.
If you have a bunch of odds and ends and
One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese,
get rid of all but one of them,
Yet the plural of moose should never be meese.
What do you call it?
You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice,
If teachers taught, why didn't preachers
Yet the plural of house is houses, not hice.
praught?
If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a
If the plural of man is always called men,
humanitarian eat?
Why shouldn't the plural of pan be called pen?
Sometimes I think all the folks who grew
If I speak of my foot and show you my feet,
up speaking English
And I give you a boot, would a
Should be committed to an asylum for the
pair be called beet?
verbally insane.
If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth,
In what other language do people recite at
Why shouldn't the plural of
a play and play at a recital?
booth be called beeth?
We ship by truck but send
Then one may be that, and there would be those,
cargo by ship...
Yet hat in the plural would never be hose,
We have noses that run and
And the plural of cat is cats, not cose.
feet that smell.
We park in a driveway and
We speak of a brother and also of brethren,
drive in a parkway.
But though we say mother,
And how can a slim chance and
we never say methren.
a fat chance be the same,
Then the masculine pronouns are
While a wise man and a wise guy
he, his and him,
are opposites?
But imagine the feminine: she, shis and shim!
You have to marvel at the unique
lunacy of a language
Let's face it - English is a crazy language.
In which your house can burn
No egg in eggplant nor ham in hamburger;
up as it burns down,
Neither apple nor pine in pineapple.
In which you fill in a form by filling it out,
English muffins weren't invented in England.
And in which an alarm goes off by
goWe take English for granted, but if
ing on.
we explore its paradoxes,
George
We find that quicksand can work slowly,
Carlin
And in closing...........If
boxing rings are square,
Father is Pop, how
And a guinea pig is neither from Guinea
come Mother's not
nor is it a pig.
Mop.??????
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Pomona Valley
Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 286
Pomona, CA 91769-0286

Our Board Meetings are held at 1:00 pm.
Our General Meetings and Programs
are from 2:00—4:00pm.

PVGS meets at the Pomona Public Library on the
Second Saturday of each month—September-May
in the public Conference Room.

Pomona Public Library is at 625 S. Garey Ave (corner Garey and 7th Streets, just south
of Mission). 909 620-2043. Parking is free in the lot and on 7th - both sides of the street.

